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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 

rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of the claims under 

35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of the various claims was commonly 

owned at the time any inventions covered therein were made absent any evidence to the contrary. 

Applicant is advised of the obligation under 37 CFR 1.56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of 

each claim that was not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the 

examiner to consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) prior 

art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

Claim 1, 9, and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over the 
admitted prior art (APA) or, alternatively U.S. Patent 6,077,002 to Lowe in view of John R. Walker, 
Machining Fundamentals, 2000 pp. 511-516. 

Regarding Claim 1 , the admitted prior art (APA) teaches a method of milling a gas turbine engine 
blisk (bladed disk) having a hub and a plurality of blades made of metal spaced circumferentially around 
the hub and extending radially outwardly therefrom, each of the blades of the blisk having a leading edge, 
a trailing edge, a chord defined by a line extending from the leading to the trailing edge, a convex curved 
surface, a concave curved surface and a thickness defined between the convex and the concave 
surfaces, the method comprising the step of treating at least one blade of the blisk with a mechanical 
machining process for the metal that the at least one blade is made of for a period of time sufficient to 
change the at least one of the chord and thickness. (See Paragraphs 2-6 of the instant application) 
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Alternatively, Lowe teaches a method of milling a gas turbine engine blisk having a hub and a 
plurality of blades made of metal spaced circumferentially around the hub and extending radially 
outwardly therefrom, each of the blades of the blisk having a leading edge, a trailing edge, a chord 
defined by a line extending from the leading to the trailing edge, a convex curved surface, a concave 
curved surface and a thickness defined between the convex and the concave surfaces, the method 
comprising the step of treating at least one blade of the blisk with a mechanical machining process for the 
metal that the at least one blade is made of for a period of time sufficient to change the at least one of the 
chord and thickness. (See Column 1, Line 1 - Column 2, Line 64). 

Regarding Claim 9, the admitted prior art (APA) teaches a method for balancing a gas turbine 
engine blisk that is rotationally imbalanced comprising the steps of evaluating the rotationally imbalanced 
blisk to determine the direction and magnitude of the rotational imbalance, identifying at least one blade 
of the rotationally imbalanced blisk for potential treatment to correct the rotational imbalance of the blisk, 
determining which blade should be treated to correct the rotational imbalance, and selectively treating the 
determined at least one blade of the blisk with a mechanical machining process for the metal that the at 
least one blade is made of for a period of time sufficient to change the at least one of the chord and 
thickness. (See Paragraphs 5-8) 

Neither Lowe, nor the admitted prior art expressly teach treating the blade with a chemical 

etchant. 

However, Walker teaches that it is old in the machining art to use chemical etching to remove 
material from a contoured or shaped metal part. Walker further teaches that chemical etching is 
complementary conventional milling processes to form parts having more exact dimensions (See Page 
512). In view of Walker, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to modify the conventional milling process disclosed in Lowe and the APA to include chemical 
etching (milling), in order to provide exact dimensions for the blisk, thereby reducing blade-to-blade 
variations and improving the balance of the blisk. 

Regarding Claim 10, the APA in view of Walker does not explicitly teach determining whether the 
blisk is rotationally balanced, and if it is not, repeating the chemical etching process. However, it would 
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have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to repeat the process in order 
to determine that the blisk is balanced. Further, the repetition of process steps has been held to have 
been obvious. (See Ex Parte Rubiin, 128 USPQ 159 (1959)) 

Claims 2-4 and 11-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over the 
admitted prior art (APA) or, alternatively U.S. Patent 6,077,002 to Lowe in view of John R. Walker, 
Machining Fundamentals, 2000 pp. 511-516, and in further view of U.S. Patent 4,534,823 to Fishter 
et al. 

Regarding claims 2-4,and 11-13, as applied above, Lowe or the APA in view of Walker teach the 
method of the invention substantially as claimed, but do not expressly teach the chemical etchant 
comprising at least one acid selected from hydrofluoric, nitric, hydrochloric, sulfuric, and mixtures thereof. 

However, the use of etchant solutions containing, for example, nitric acid is old in the art of 
etching metals used in the production of turbine blades and the like. For example, Fishter et al. teach that 
solutions for etching gas turbine superalloys include solutions of hydrochloric and nitric acid. (See Col. 2, 
Lines 14-16) 

In view of Fishter et al, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to use a chemical solution including the listed acids since the same were known at the time of 
invention to be suitable for etching superalloy gas turbine materials. 

Claims 5-7 and 14-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over the 
admitted prior art (APA) or, alternatively U.S. Patent 6,077,002 to Lowe in view of John R. Walker, 
Machining Fundamentals, 2000 pp. 511-516, in view of U.S. Patent 4,534,823 to Fishter et al. and in 
further view of U.S. Patent 5,126,005 to Blake. 

Regarding claims 5-7 and 14-17, as applied above, Lowe or the APA in view of Walker and 
Fishter et al. teach the method of the invention substantially as claimed, but do not expressly teach 
immersing at least two blades of the blisk in the solution, the at least two blades of the blisk including the 
at least one blade to be treated with the solution and at least one blade not to be treated with the solution, 
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and which comprises the further step of applying to the surfaces that are potentially in contact with the 
solution of the at least one blade that is not to be treated with the solution a maskant that is chemically 
resistant to the solution, the maskant being applied to the surfaces prior to immersion of the at least two 
blades of the blisk in the solution. 

However, the use of a plastic film or coating as a maskant to selectively etch a surface is 
notoriously old and well known in the chemical solution etching art. For example, Blake teaches that a 
plastic film may be applied prior to immersion in a chemical solution in order protect regions of a metal 
part in which chemical milling is not desired. (See Col. 2, Lines 7-50) Blake further teaches that it is 
known to remove the maskant and repeat the etching process (See Col. 1, Lines 30-44) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to modify the 
process of the APA or Lowe in view of Fishter et al. to use a plastic film or coating as a maskant as shown 
by Blake, and to immerse at least two blades in the solution and to selectively mask areas of the turbine 
blades because this will allow for etching selected portions of the blades without having to move the blisk, 
thus decreasing processing time. Further, It would have been obvious to remove the maskant and repeat 
the etching process in order to remove material from the desired portions of the blades, thereby balancing 
the blisk through the etching process. 

Claims 8 and 18-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over the 
admitted prior art (APA) or, alternatively U.S. Patent 6,077,002 to Lowe in view of John R. Walker, 
Machining Fundamentals, 2000 pp. 511-516, in view of U.S. Patent 4,534,823 to Fishter et al. and in 
further view of U.S. Patent 5,259,920 to Law. 

Regarding claims 8 and 18-20, as applied above, Lowe or the APA in view of Walker and Fishter 
et al. teach the method of the invention substantially as claimed, but do not expressly teach a reference 
panel made of the same metal as the at least one blade to monitor the etching rate. 

However, Law teaches the use of a reference panel made of the same metal as the workpiece in 
order to determine etch rate for the process. (See Col. 1, Lines 5-38) 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to modify the 
process of the APA or Lowe in view of Fishter et al. to use a reference panel made of the same material 
as the treated blade in order to accurately determine the etch rate and thus predict the change in 
dimensions of the workpiece improving the efficiency of the process. Further, since the etch rate of the 
reference panel inherently predicts the amount of material removed from the workpiece, and thus the 
balance of the blisk, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention 
to use the reduction in thickness of the reference panel to predict whether the treated blisk is balanced. 

. Regarding Claim 19, titanium, steel, nickel, tungsten and alloy thereof are well known for 
construction of turbine blades and the like, as shown by Fishter et al for example, and would therefore be 
obvious to use as reference panel metals. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to Roberts Culbert whose telephone number is (571) 272-1433. The examiner can normally 
be reached on Monday-Friday (8:30-5:00). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Parviz Hassanzadeh can be reached on (571) 272-1435. The fax phone number for the organization 
where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained from 
either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) 
at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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